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Durham, 

January,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District  Counch.. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  thirteenth  annual 
report  covering  the  year  1939. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at  midyear 
1939  was  19,570.  These  figures  show  a decrease  of  580  upon  the 
previous  year  suggesting  that  emigration  has  taken  place  on  an 
appreciable  scale. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  some  decline.  The 
Death  Rate  is  up  ; the  Birth  Rate  stationary,  and  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  considerably  increased.  Cou  sidering  the  times  this 
is  not  a matter  of  serious  concern. 

With  respect  to  the  main  causes  of  death,  Cardio-vascular 
disease  and  Cancer  have  again  been  prevalent,  the  former  being 
responsible  for  107  deaths  and  the  latter  for  31  deaths.  Taken 
together  these  represent  56  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
The  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  have  increased,  as  have  also  the 
deaths  from  this  disease.  Dealing  with  small  numbers,  it  is  difficult 
to  draw  any  serious  inference  from  these  figures,  more  e.specially 
as  the  personal  factor  in  diagnosis  is  so  variable. 

The  declme  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
which  was  evident  in  the  year  preAnous  continued  and  the  noti- 
fications of  both  diseases  averaged  only  one  for  each  Aveek  of  the 
year,  and  it  is  a notable  feature  that  there  was  only  one  death. 
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The  infant  death  rate  increased  from  60  to  75  and  an  analysis 
of  the  causes  shews  a preponderance  of  deaths  which  might  reason- 
ably be  considered  preventable.  As  it  is  apparent  that  the  delicate 
infonts  will  not  be  taken  to  the  Centres  it  would  be  helpful  if  these 
children  were  more  frequently  visited  at  their  homes  •with  a view 
to  helping  and  advising  in  their  welfai’e. 

I once  again  record  with  pleasure  my  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  and  generous  help  afforded  to  me  at  all  times  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  express  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  other  Officials  for  their  kindness  and 
help. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


S.  KNIBB  YOUNG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1939. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Area  (in  acres)  : — 8,161. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1939  : — 19,570. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  : — 5,130. 

Rateable  value  : — £589,71. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : — £212. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Live  Births — -Legitimate 

299 

165 

144 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

3 

of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population — 
15.67. 

Stillbirths — Legitimate  . . . 

13 

8 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

(live  and  stillbirths) 
43. 

Deaths 

243 

138 

105 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent popidation — 
12.42. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  short  Ust) : — 


No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis 
No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes 


Total ... 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  stillbirths). 
Nil.  Nil. 

1 3.06 

1 3.06 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (23  deaths)  ...  ...  75 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  77 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Unemployment  . 


31 

Nil. 

1 

3 


The  number  of  men  unemployed  in  the  Brandon  and  Byshottles 
Urban  District  area  at  the  end  of  1939  was  1,300. 


Causes  of  Death  During  1939. 


Causes  ot  Death. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

ALL  CAUSES  

243 

138 

106 

Measles 



--  - 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Covigh  ... 

1 

— 

1 ' 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Influenza 

6 

4 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

12 

6 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

2 

2 

Syphilis 

I 

— 

1 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  Tabes  Dorsalis 

1 

1 

— 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease 

31 

17 

14 

Diabetes 

I 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

20 

12 

8 

Heart  Disease 

76 

42 

33 

Aneurysm  ...  ...  .., 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

12 

7 

6 

Bronchitis  ... 

10 

4 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

7 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 yea^)  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

7 

3 

4 

Puerperad  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Mal- 
formations, etc.  ... 

9 

8 

1 

Senility 

6 

4 

1 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Violence 

9 

8 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseaises 

16 

7 

8 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

1 

1 
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Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods. 


All  Ages. 

0— 

1— 

2— 

6— 

15— 

26— 

45— 

66— 

243 

23 

2 

2 

6 

9 

20 

74 

106 

Notifiable  Diseases  Reported  During  the  Year. 


Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Ninn 
Adm 
to  Ho 

her 

itted 

spital. 

Deaths. 

1938. 

1939. 

1938. 

1939. 

1938. 

1939. 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

91 

23 

83 

26 

1 

— 

Diphtheria... 

61 

32 

64 

39 

3 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

11 

18 

— 

— 

13 

10 

Erysipelas  ... 

11 

15 

1 

I 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


Ages. 

0— 

1— 

2— 

3— 

4— 

6— 

10— 

15— 

20— 

36— 

45— 

65— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

o 

w 

8 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

9 

9 

4 

2 

2 

2 

— 
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Tubeeotjlosis. 


New  Cases. 

De 

aths. 

Pulmonary. 

1 Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

1—6  

6‘^10  ...  ... 

10—16  

16—20  

20—26  

26—36  

36—46  

46—66  

66—66  

66  upwards 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

I 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Totals 

6 

5 

11 

8 

6 

6 

2 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officees. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) : 

S.  Ketbb  Young,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H, 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole-time) : 

William  Wilkinson,  Cert.R.S.I.,  Cert. Food  Inspection,  etc , 

Clerk  : John  Mulhall  (on  Active  Service). 

Temporary : Noeman  Wilkinson. 


Bieth-eate,  Death-eate  and  Infant  Moetality  Ovee  Ten 

Yeaes. 

0 


19.30. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1936. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Birth  Rate 

20.4 

20.3 

19.8 

16.81 

17.74 

16.86 

16.17 

17.49 

16.73 

16.67 

Death  Rate  ... 

11.9 

13.1 

10.3 

12.36 

12.82 

11.17 

13.36 

12.76 

10.47 

12.42 

Infant  Mortality 

94 

106 

77 

78 

69 

62 

116 

64 

60 

76 
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COMPABATIVB  VlTAL  STATISTICS,  1938. 


Birth-Rate. 

England  and  Wales  ...  15.0 

Durham  County 16.6 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  15.7 


Death-Rate. 

12.1 

12.0 

12.4 


Infant 

Mortality. 

50 

63 

75 


Table  Comparing  the  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Analysis 
OF  Mortality  during  the  Year  1938,  of  England  and  Wales, 
etc.,  with  that  for  Brandon  and  Byshottles. 


Birth-Rate 
Per  1,000 
Population. 

Death-Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Rate  p 
Live  ] 

er  1,000 

Births. 

Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis 
under  two 
years. 

Total 
Deaths 
under  one 
year. 

Live  Still 
Births.  Births. 

All 

Causes. 

England  & Wales  ... 
126  County  Boroughs 
& Great  Towns,  in- 

16.0 

0.69 

12.1 

4.6 

50 

eluding  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(estimated  Resident 
Populations  26,000 
to  60,000  at  Census, 

14.8 

0.69 

12.0 

6.3 

63 

1931)  

16.6 

0.57 

11.2 

3.0 

40 

London 

Administrative  Co. 

12.3 

0.48 

11.9 

8.2 

48 

of  Durham ... 
Brandon  and 

16.6 

0.74 

12.0 

3.9 

63 

Byshottles  ... 

16.7 

0.72 

12.4 

9.81 

76 

Water  Supply. 

The  District,  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  farms  and 
cottages,  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board  ; this  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality, 
and  generally  speaking  has  been  ample  in  quantity. 

Brandon  Village. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method 
of  water  supply  to  the  Village,  which  as  previously  stated  is  situated 
at  an  altitude  greater  than  the  service  reservoir  and  the  \vater  is 
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pumped  through  into  a storage  tank  before  being  distributed 
through  stand  pipes  situated  at  convenieiit  points  in  the 
Village. 

Although  the  supply  during  the  past  year  has  been  better 
than  that  of  previous  years  it  is  not  entirely  satisfa3tory,  as  the 
storage  capacity  of  the  tank  is  only  sufficient  for  one  day,  and  any 
breakdown  in  the  pumping  arrangement  due  to  mechanical  defect 
or  lack  of  pressxire,  makes  it  necessary  to  lead  water  by  a water 
tank  which  is  both  unsatisfactory  and  expensive. 

The  Cbuncil  last  year  pressed  for  a more  reliable  and  adequate 
supply  and  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a new  main  direct  from  Meadow- 
field  to  Brandon  Village,  -with  the  pump  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
main,  thus  giving  a more  direct  supply  and  better  pumping  facilities. 
Large  storage  tanks  were  also  to  be  provided. 

Owing  to  the  War  however  the  scheme  has  had  to  be  post- 
poned. 

Sewers  and  Sewerage  Disposal. 

Sewers. — A new  sewer  has  been  laid  by  direct  labour  in  the 
Surveyor’s  Department,  at  a cost  of  £500,  from  the  Brauncepeth 
Housing  Estate,  New  Brancepeth,  to  the  Sewage  Tanks  at  Alum 
Waters. 

A sewer  was  also  extended  at  Back  Frederick  Street  North, 
Meadowdield,  to  take  the  drainage  of  the  new  bungalows  on  the 
east  side  of  Station  Road. 

A new  sewer  was  constructed  in  Back  Russell  and  Park  Street, 
Brandon  Colliery. 
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Upper  Lower  Deerness  Valley  Sewerage  Schemes. — It  is  very 
unfortunate  that  owing  to  the  war  the  above  schemes  have  had  to 
be  suspended.  The  Surveyor  is  achieving  good  results  at  the 
Sewerage  Disposal  Works  which  would  have  been  abandoned, 
considering  the  difficulties  which  exist. 

Back  Streets. 

Work  on  the  making  up  of  Back  Park  & Russell  Streets, 
Brandon  Colliery,  was  commenced. 

Clo.set  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  two  conversion  schemes  have  been  completed 
one  at  Rock  Terrace,  New  Brancepeth,  where  32  ash-closets  were 
converted  to  Water  Closets  ; and  another  at  John  and  James 
Streets,  Broompark,  where  26  conversions  were  done,  and  completed, 
a scheme  of  40. 

Added  to  these  were  32  others  situated  at  various  parts  of 
the  District  and  carried  out  by  the  individual  o'wners,  making  a 
total  of  88. 

All  conversions  were  subsidied  by  the  Council’s  schemes,  iihe 
maximum  grant  being  £4  Os.  Od.  per  conversion. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets 2,601 

Ash  Closets  3,840 

Ash  Pit  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


Total 


...  5,504 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  dispo.sal  of  domestic  refuse  is  done  by- 
contract.  The  District  is  divided  into  21  sub-districts  for  this 
purpose  and  after  considering  tenders  from  24  Contractors,  17 
were  given  the  Contracts. 

The  total  cost  of  the  work  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1940,  was  £2,746  Os.  Od.,  or  an  average  cost  of  10/34  per  house 
per  annum.  Tliis  showed  an  increase  of  £16  Os.  Od.  on  the  previous 
year. 

Collection  of  refuse  is  made  once  every  seven  days  hi  those 
districts  which  are  served  vdth  ash-closets,  and  where  ash-bins 
are  provided  it  is  necessary,  owing  to  the  large  percentage  of  ash- 
content,  to  make  a bi-weekly  collection. 

Refu.se  Disposal. 

There  are  hi  this  district  five  main  refuse  tips,  situated  at 
Brandon,  New  Brancepeth  Broompark,  Ushaw  Moor  and  Lymington 
Terrace,  where  most  of  the  District’s  refuse  is  disposed]of.  Of  these, 
that  at  Brandon  is  the  most  important,  dealing  as  it  does  v'ith  almost 
half  of  the  refuse  of  the  Di.strict,  that  is,  the  refuse  from  the  South, 
East  and  Centre  Wards.  Controlled  tipphig  is  practised  as  far  as 
is  possible,  and  a labourer  is  engaged  to  work  full  time  on  the  tip. 

The  other  tips  being  much  smaller  than  that  at  Brandon  do 
not  need  the  attention  of  a fuU  time  man,  but  at  regular  intervals 
work  is  carried  out  on  them  to  keep  them  m good  condition. 

These  tips  are  situated  hi  isolated  positions,  well  away  from 
dwelling  houses. 
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Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 
during  the  year  1939  : — 


I.— PUBLIC  HEALTH 
ACTS. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

Nmnber  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 
Authority. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
effter 
Notice. 

Genebai. 

Remabks. 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools : 
Foul  Conditions 

Structural  Defects  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

2 

— 

2 

Beikehouses 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

20 

— 

20 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Mamure 

I 

— 

1 

Waterclosets  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

— 

— 

— 

House  Drainage : 

Defective  "^aps  ... 

I 

1 

No  Disconnection  from 
Sewers 

Other  Faults 

6 

— 

6 

Water  Supply... 

— 

— 

— 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Anunals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances : Scavenging 

21 

21 

Totals 

63 

— 

63 
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Nximber 


Remarks. 


n.— WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
Do.  condemned  as  imfit  for  use 
Seizmes  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 
Unwholesome  Food... 

Samples  of  Food  & Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
Do.  found  Adulterated  ... 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


m.— PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 
destroyed 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  do. 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected 
persons  or  things 
Convictions  for  do. 


21 

82 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Meat  Regulations. 
Amoimt  of  Meat 
condemned  and  sur- 
rendered according 
to  P.H.  (Meat) 
Regulations  1924: — 
6,276  Ihs. 

2,068  Ihs.  included 
in  above  amount — 
Tubercular. 


IV.— GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  . . . 

Do.  Water-closets  . . . 

Ash-closets  do.  do. 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  ... 
Do.  Ash-closets  do. 

Do.  Ash-pit  privies  do. 


35 

36 

1 

87 

2601 

2840 

63 


j-6604 


WM.  WILKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspeotor. 

24th  April,  1940. 


Shops  Act. 

The  administration  of  the  Shops  Act  is  shared  by  the  County 
Council  and  the  Local  Authority.  The  latter  being  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  that  part  of  the  Act  dealing  with  general 
sanitation,  water  supply,  and  the  heating  of  shops. 


The  larger  business  premises  are  four  Co-operative  Societies 
and  a number  of  branch,  or  multiple  shops,  where  the  sanitary 
and  other  arrangements  have  been  found  satisfactory. 
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With  these  exceptions  the  majority  of  shops  are  small  ‘ house- 
and-shop  ’ premises,  where  no  outsider  labour  is  'employed,  and  the 
domestic  arrangements  serve  both  house  aiid  shop. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  take  action  under  this  Act. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  neither  swimmmg  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

( 1 ) {a)  Total  niimber  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  170 

(6)  Ntunber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  ...  361 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  imder  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1926  ...  ...  ...  138 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  252 

(3)  Nmnber  of  dwelling-houses  foimd  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  20 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  imder 
the  preceding  sub -head)  foimd  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  71 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  imder  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  ’By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(o)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(6)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Nmnber  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

D.  — Proceedings  imder  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  imderground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

4. — ^Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(o)  (1)  Niimber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  Year  ...  330 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  336 

(3)  Nmnber  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  1609 

(6)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  Year  Nil. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  Year  16 
(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  73 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ft)  Other  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  Number  of  hou.ses  disinfested  : — 13. 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph, 
the  furniture,  etc.,  of  38  families  was  disinfested  during  transit 
from  Brandon  Colliery  Clearance  Area  to  the  new  Council  Houses, 
at  Grey  Ridges  Estate,  Brandon. 


16 


3.  Methods  Employed. 

(а)  After  the  house  has  been  properly  prepared  and  sealed, 
disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  with  ‘ Cimex.’ 

(б)  If  the  infestation  is  confined  to  one  part  of  the  house 
spraying  with  ‘ Zaldecide  ’ is  carried  oat. 

(c)  If  the  infestation  is  exceptionally  heavy,  a combination 
of  spraying  and  fumigation  is  carried  out. 

Houses  which  have  been  infested  are  visited  periodically  and 
if  necessary  the  process  is  repeated. 

(d)  Removals  from  Clearance  Areas  to  Council  Homes. — Fur- 
niture of  all  families  is  treated  with  ‘ Cimex  ’ in  the  sealed  furn- 
iture van.  All  work  is  carried  out  by  the  local  Authority  and  is 
supervised  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  in  aU  council  schools  in  the  district 
are  satisfactory. 

Slum  Clearance. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I stated  that  432  houses  had  been 
condemned,  and  that  516  new  houses  were  required,  443  to  rehouse 
families  from  clearance  areas,  and  73  to  deal  with  overcrowding. 
Also  that  after  a housing  survey  in  the  West  Ward  it  would  be 
necessary  to  consider  the  building  of  another  117  houses,  93  for 
rehousing  families  from  unfit  houses,  and  24  to  relieve  overcrowding. 

During  the  year  two  housing  schemes  were  commenced  ; — 

(1)  Brandon  Colliery. — The  building  of  38  houses  by  direct 
labour  was  commenced  early  in  the  year,  and  was  part  of  the 
scheme  of  128  which  were  to  be  built  to  rehouse  families  from  the 
clearance  area  in  Brandon. 
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This  scheme  is  now  completed  and  the  38  families  moved 
from  the  clearance  area  to  this  site  (are  living  under  ideal  con- 
ditions. 

Unfortunately  there  are  still  approximately  80  families  left 
in  the  condemned  property,  and  out  of  these,  10  in  Single  South 
Street  are  living  in  very  distressing  conditions. 

The  other  houses  in  this  clearance  area,  after  the  Council 
approached  the  o^vners,  have  been  repaired,  and  although  these 
conditions  can  not  be  considered  satisfactory,  they  have  definitely 
been  improved  and  made  reasonably  weatherproof. 

(1)  Neio  Brancepeth. — Here,  a scheme  to  build  156  houses  was 
commenced  by  Contract,  in  March,  but  after  the  outbreak  of  war 
the  mimber  of  houses  to  be  completed  was  reduced  to  78. 

In  spite  of  the  reduced  number  to  be  built,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  not  one  house  was  ready  for  occupation,  and  up  to  the  time 
of  writing  this  report,  it  has  only  been  possible  to  rehouse  25  families 
from  the  clearance  area.  The  housing  conditions  m this  latter  area 
are  worse  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  district,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  pressure  can  be  brought  upon  the  Contractor  responsible  to 
expedite  the  completion  of  the  remaining  53  houses. 

(3)  Ushaw  Moor  Colliery. — It  is  unfortunate  that  nothing  has 
been  done  here  because  the  98  condemned  houses,  in  addition  to 
being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  are  in  some  cases  affected  by 
subsidence,  and  a number  of  families  have  had  to  move  owing  to 
the  dangerous  condition  of  the  property. 

(4)  Langley  Moor,  School  and  Front  Street. — No  progress  was 
made  with  the  building  of  51  houses  to  rehouse  the  families  from 
this  clearance  area  although  the  plans  were  completed  and  the  land 
acquired.  The  condition  of  the  property  however  is  not  so  bad 
as  some  of  the  houses  in  other  Clearance  areas,  and  the  owner  is 
carrying  out  all  necessary  repairs, 
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Housing. 

Broomparh,  John  and  James  Streets. — The  40  houses  in  these 
streets  have  now  been  completely  re-conditioned  and  these  dwellings 
can  now  be  aid  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  foiioving  works  have  been  completed  : — 

(1)  The  old  earth-closets  and  coal  houses  which  stood  in  the 

middle  of  the  back  street  have  been  demolished  and  the 
debris  cleared. 

(2)  The  old  pantries  and  back  porches  were  converted  into 
wash-houses  and  a scullery  sink  provided. 

(3)  New  pantries,  coal  houses  and  W.C.’s  were  built. 

(4)  Yard  boundary  walls  were  erected  and  the  yards  were 

surfaced  with  concrete.  The  central  back  street  was 
paved  to  the  Surveyor’s  specifications,  the  work  being 
carried  out  by  the  Council. 


Browney  Colliery. — ^There  are  three  rows  of  stone  built  houses 
in  the  colliery  village.  The  houses,  of  which  there  are  some  120 
occupied,  are  aU  of  a similar  tj'pe,  having  a kitchen  and  sitting- 
room  on  the  ground  floor,  and  two  bedrooms  on  the  first  floor. 

These  houses  were  not,  in  all  respects,  fit  for  habitation,  the 
chief  defect  being  the  small  window  area.  The  owner  ,on  being 
approached,  agreed  to  provide  and  fit  larger  AvindoAvs  in  all  rooms, 
and  also  to  provide  a properly  trapped  kitchen  shik,  and  to  carry 
out  all  necessary  general  repairs. 

This  Avork  has  noAv  been  completed  to  54  of  the  houses,  and 
while  it  is  now  impossible  to  continue  these  improA’-ements,  the 
owners  are  cariying  out  all  necessary  repairs  to  make  the  tenants 
as  happy  and  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
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Littlehum  Colliery  Houses. — This  property,  consisting  of  iOO 
o-roomed  houses,  has  been  considerably  improved  over  the  past 
few  years,  and  is  still  being  well  managed  and  kept  in  reasonable 
repair. 

During  the  past  year  16  ash-closets  have  been  converted  into 
Water-closets  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  owpers  to  introduce 
the  water  carriage  sjstem  to  all  the  houses  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  allow  this. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  main  facts  in  connection 


with  the  milk  supply  of  your  district : — 

Number. 

Registered  Dairy  Farms  41 

Registered  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Farms  discontinued  during  Year  Nil. 

Producers  and  Wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Producers  and  Retailers...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Producers,  Wholesalers  and  Retailers 2 

Producers  and  Butter  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accredited  Producers  (included  in  above  list)  ...  5 

Milk  Shops  in  Area  (including  shops  selling  bottled 

milk)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Retailers  not  resident  in  Area 17 

Dairy  Cattle  (approximate)  340 

New  Cowsheds  erected  during  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Existing  Cowsheds  remodelled  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Farm  Inspections  made  during  year 501 
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General  Observations. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  district  both  as  regards 
clean  methods  of  production,  and  in  the  structural  improvements 
of  dairies,  byres,  etc.  During  this  year  four  farms  have  been 
structurally  improved.  A brief  description  of  the  work  done  is 
appended  : — 

(1)  Saw  Mill  Farm.- — Additional  byre  provided  by  the  con- 
version of  a large  brick-built  workshop  into  a modem  8-stall  cow 
byre. 

(2)  Scouts’  Hoiise  Farm,  New  Brancepetk. — This  farm,  after 
being  out  of  the  dairy  business  for  a number  of  years,  has  again 
been  registered  after  extensive  improvements  had  been  carried  out 
at  the  farm  house,  and  the  dairy  and  byre  greatly  improved. 

(3)  Baal  Hill  Farm. — Three  small  byres  at  this  farm  have'_been 
converted  on  modern  lines  to  accommodate  12  dairy  cows  in  one 
byre. 

(4)  Broom  Farm,  Broompark. — The  conditions  at  this  farm 
have,  by  remodelling  the  byre  and  the  dairy,  reached  the  standards 
required  for  Accredited  herds.  The  byre  has  accommodation  for 
16  Cows  and  the  dairy  has  been  provided  with  a steam  sterilising 
plant. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  fourteen  Slaughter  Houses  in  this  district  which  were 
in  regular  use  until  the  outbreak  of  war  in  September.  Shortly 
after  which  the  functions  of  Private  Slaughter  Houses  ceased  and 
the  large  Co-operative  Society  Slaughter  House  at  Meadowfield 
was  taken  over  by^  the  Government  and  used  as  a Controlled 
Slaughter  House, 
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The  carcases  of  all  food  animals  slaughtered  there  are 
distributed  for  supply  to  Durham  City,  Durham  Rural  and 
Brandon  Urban  District. 

This  building  has,  by  good  management  and  Staffing,  carried 
out  this  large  scheme  of  slaughtering  satisfactorily  and  while  there 
has  been  a great  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  this  district,  meat  inspection  can  be  carried  out  more  efficiently 
due  to  centralisation. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Fish  Frying. 

There  are  28  of  these  establishments  in  the  district,  of  whicli 
24  are  in  permanent  bniklings  and  the  remaining  four  cany  out 
their  business  in  wood  erections. 
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Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  most  satis- 
factory and  the  cooking  ranges  are  all  of  modem  design,  and  are 
regularly  dismantled  so  that  every  part  can  be  properly  cleaned. 

Factories. 

There  are  31  factories  m this  district,  most  of  which  are  nm 
by  individual  craftsmen,  Avho  carry  on  the  trades  of  joiners,  cobblers, 
black-smith,  tailors,  etc. 

There  are  also  nine  bakehouses  in  the  area,  two  of  them  do 
wholesale  and  retail  work,  and  the  remainder  are  small  retail 
bakeries. 

The  condition  of  all  these  premises  when  visited  have  been 
foimd  satisfactory. 
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